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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND INJURY MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2017 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.16 pm]: Before 
the recess, I asked whether the minister could clarify why the commencement date of the Workers’ Compensation 
and Injury Management Amendment Bill has been left at large in the manner it has. Perhaps she could assist by 
also indicating when it is expected that the bulk of the bill, particularly the operative bits we are concerned about 
that has prompted its being brought to this place, are expected to come into operation. If it is because some 
regulations or some other subordinate legislation has to be prepared, can she indicate when it is likely to be ready 
and the extent of that subordinate legislation?  

It is mentioned in the second reading speech that there are roughly 20 cases of fatalities every year. I understand 
from the briefing we received from WorkCover that some extra cases would also fall under the jurisdiction of this 
act and benefit from these provisions. I would appreciate some indication of the number of those cases and how 
they fall under the jurisdiction of the act. 

We are dealing with a significant increase in the death benefits, not quite doubling but not far short of doubling 
a lump sum payable for dependants now. Plainly, that will have some kind of impact on the insurers. Over the last 
several years, premiums have been decreasing because of the efficiencies within our workers’ compensation 
system and the manner in which those claims are dealt with and the increasing safety in the workplace, which has 
meant there is less draw on the funds. I would be interested in the overall cost of this increase in benefits towards 
the dependants of bereaved workers and the increase planned for child weekly benefits so that we can get some 
idea of the potential imposition in the scheme. What will that mean to an increase in the cost of premiums and how 
has that been calculated? Otherwise, I have an interest in the progress of the rewrite of the bill. It is my 
understanding that it is not very far into that drafting exercise, albeit the drafting instructions would be fairly well 
advanced; they having been developed over the last several years. Could we get some indication about what 
progress has been made in the rewriting of the legislation and to what degree instructions now are departing from 
those that had been established before the change of government? I would particularly like to know what 
consultation has taken place since then in order to ensure that whatever is produced in this house in due course 
reflects not only best practice, but also has been refined in a way that will not produce unexpected and undesirable 
results and will take into account the views of those who are meant to make this legislation work satisfactorily. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, as you draw breath, I am going to interrupt the debate for the taking of members’ 
statements. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: If I might just say, they are my remarks, Madam President. We can finish the debate 
from my point of view and I will not require the call when we resume. Otherwise, I look forward to the passage of 
the bill. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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